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The Road To Bethlehem 


N THE little town that stands on a hillside six miles 
] south of Jerusalem there is a rocky grotto, above which 
is built perhaps the oldest church structure in Chris 
tendom. It is the Church of the Nativity at Bethlehem. 
In the grotto below there are innumerable lighted candles 
and other costly gifts, and around the disk 
which is set into the floor of this crypt there are the Latin 


1f a silver star 


words which mean, “Here was born of the Virgin Mary. 
Jesus Christ.” . 

lo that place there went on the night of his birth a 
company of shepherds, marveling at a song they had heard 
and a vision they had seen. They had been told that in 
the City of David there was born that night a Savior, who 
was Christ the Lord. And when they saw the little child 
in the manger-cradle, wrapped in the swaddling bands 
which spoke of the simple human devotion of his mother, 
they bowed in reverence at the sight. 

\long the road to Bethlehem there came a few days 
f wise men from the east. Students they 
fragments of Hebrew prophecy dispersed 


later a company 

were of scattered 
through the regions in which Jewish exiles had made their 
hon Che wise men sought One who was to be called 
the “King of the Jews,” and whose star they had seen 
Confucius believed that in the west the true 


Guatama had insisted that the path 


1) the east. 
prophet was to arise. 
of wisdom was to be pursued by a later Sage. And Zoroaste1 
had hoped that fresh light might arise upon the pathway of 
the soul. Had these dreams come true in the rising of the 
star that stood above the hamlet on the hill 

\long that road to Bethlehem there traveled a_ pious 
woman from Rome searching out the sacred cities of Pales 
tine. The mother of Constantine the Great, she was able 
to command both leisure and fortune in the great advent 
ure At Jerusalem het 
where tradition asserted that Jesus had made his last great 
according to tradi 


workmen had dug around the spot 


sacrifice, and her zeal was rewarded, 
tir yn. by the discovery of the true cross deep in the earth She 
took the road to Bethlehem to complete there her devotions 
hich successive 


d to lav the foundations of a church on wh 


centuries and rulers have builded in honor of the King 
\long that road to Bethlehem there journeyed the great 


est scholar of the earlv church. Deeply impressed by the 


simple mi: jest) of the place, he took up his abode in a 
erotto only a short distance from the holy cave, and ther« 
spent thirty vears preparing for the world that great ver 


sion of the Holy Scriptures which has made the name of 
St. Jerome a precious possession of the universal Church. 

Along that road in those early centuries there passed a 
host of pilgrims. Out of every land beyond the sea they 
hurried, dressed in pilgrim’s garb, girt with ropes of peni- 
tence, and bearing scrip and palmer’s staff, the symbo!s 
At every holy site they tarried 


of their task. Over ever\ 


sacred spot they prayed. But when they came to Bethle 
hem they felt that the supreme moment in all their self 
mortifying journey had been reached. There with fasting 
and with tears they visited the sacred grotto. They touched 
with reverence the spot which tradition has \ lidated as the 
birthplace of the Lord, and there they lifted their eves 
to behold the unutterable glory of the Divine Presence, the 
reward of all their toil 


+ + 


\long that road to Bethlehem there still go innumerablk 


travelers, some careless and cynical, bent upon the new 
sensation of seeing one of the oldest of the shrines 


earth ; world-weary and jaded, hoping to tind 


some mystery of happiness and renewal in the sacred place 


some 


some questioning, vet hopeful, like Pierre Loti, that their 


doubts may be swept away in some convulsion of divine 


emotion. 

There go the leisurely travelers who drive down trom 
lerusalem in the morning and return at night There go 
the Russian pilgrims, sore of foot but brave in heart, who 


have tramped the long intolerable ways since their first 


1 


that road there go th« 


landing on the holy soil. And along 
long caravans with soft-footed camels bearing merchandise, 
threading their way David 
nlaved. where Mary bore her infant, and where Crusader 


through the streets where 


and Saracen fought for supremacy 

\fter all these centuries since Rachel died on that sam 
road, “when there was but a little way to go to Beth 
hem.” the multitudes of earth have journeyed seeking him 
prophet dreamed when he named Bethlehem 
| 


of whom the 


Ephratha as the birthplace of the coming king. Still above 


the hill of Bethlehem in spite of wars and tumults near 
and far. there hover the influences that are working out a 
changing and holier world \nd still on quiet and st 
nights it is Dp ssible to nnagine the en ! he Nat 

nd hear a 1 the angel voices proclaim their son I 
Peace 1 h, Good Will t Men.” 


A Ballad of Bethlehem Steel 


(See editorial on “The Wages of War,’ page 8.) 


A FORT is taken, the papers say, 
Five thousand dead in the murderous deal. 
A victory? No, just another grim day. 
But—up to five hundred goes Bethlehem Steel. 


A whisper, a rumor, one knows not where 
A sigh, a prayer from a torn heart rent- 

A murmur of Peace on the death-laden air 
But—Bethlehem Steel drops thirty per cent. 


‘We'll fight to the death,’’ the diplomats cry. 
‘*We'll fight to the death,’’ sigh the weary men. 


As the battle roars to the shuddering sky 
And—Bethlehem Steel has a rise of ten. 


What matters the loss of a million men? 
What matters the waste of blossoming lands? 
The children's cry or the women’s pain? 
If—Bethlehem Steel at six hundred stands? 


And so we must join in the slaughter-mill, 
We must arm ourselves for a senseless hate, 
We must waste our youths in the murder drill 


That Bethlehem Steel may hold its state. 1 
—The Public. 








Interviewing Superintendent Wirt 
of Gary, Indiana 


BY FLORENCE PATTON 
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Listening To God 


A SERMON BY L. O. BRICKER 


VER ere der interest ead a paper on Gladstone; and then, compose your mind and spirit into a re 
4 elig than today, nor cording to our eustom, each member ceptive mood. And so, when you are 





tty nd pathetie long esent was ed upon to express him making ready for that high and holy 
a." nd experience the vrea elf and enter into a diseussion of tin hour of reeeiving God into the house olf 
tne slitic We want to ki God el We diseovered that e knew a_ vour life, all that you know about him, 
} ' men and wome! eat deal about Mr. Gladstone, and tli ill that vou have heard and read about 
ibout m, ad embers « ued a great d if time him will aid you in making ready, in 
vel to him: and no eca re contributir tie many sweeping the chambers ot your soul, and 
ne. persons contact y ‘ Kiet bout alt great n lighting the lamps in the holy ot 
rhe wnt to fe pre \t t. Dr. Black was called upon olies of your spirit; every obedience 
ind establisl ks. His opening sentence you have rendered him, every service and 
ne nie it T ed an immed us a lie said thet saerifice, and every prayer you have 
religion Mr. Gladsto mally praved to him will contribute mightily 
P ; ermons t t TT anv \ - am But in the end there must be the quiet 
rns ‘ i ‘ “ame kpectancy, the receptive mood, the stil! 
’ ret ! Liat aiting. He knows when you are ready. 
: ind pow . . What was a bab- He eannot and will not come until you 
, , , TY t t kr about M vr ery still. ‘* Be still before God: 
! God it patiently for him.’* When you are 
e will come. 
BE SILEX 
, | e next place, ‘‘Be silent."’ Th 
irt the method of approach to God 
a ies partieularly to the service of 
ship. It begins with: ‘*‘The Lord is 
; ' s holy temple; let all the earth keep 
ence before him.’’ Silence must al 
vs be the prelude to speeeh. We ean 
praise God, nor think of him, nor 
G and ray to him, until we have hushed our 
Gor ips to silence, have banished intruding 
uughts, and have stilled our spirits into 
ignol ilenes Onee in the house of God, we 
red ld eommand our souls, as did the 
ints of old: ‘*My soul, be thou silent 
bias nto Gor From him cometh my salva 
’ ion.’ 
We are here to listen to God: to r 
Ml G ceive from God the gifts that are essen- 
Ki tial to our present salvation of body, 
mind and spirit; to lift up our hearts in 
silent, wordless prayer and communion. 
’ But this is not all. Listen: ‘‘There shall 
a | ‘ he silence before thee, and praise, O God 
God, ane Hie tes, te Mitel a adnan Oe Zion. O thou at heare st prayer, un- 
ea AR pA atte NE BE POE to thee shall all flesh come. ”’ I am glad 
{ ‘raise, O. G Pe - : for that word, ‘‘and praise The heart 
nravel ‘Pant a , ~ oT ete ; ae Bo that has found God in the sacred silence 
‘<The y= a ook met thee ae ld burst with its preeious load if it 
I : wees . , could not pour itself out in praise. When 
re ter all these years of service and fel know that God is listening to and 
ip, do you not kno / And earing our prayer, who could keep from 
~~ Lk nm “ ind I praving? Q, thou that hearest praver, 
of | eget — oo x as nto thee shall all les! ; come,’’ 
f : ee We nnot be sufficiently thankful 
nom t ' 1 h t ‘ a) wiedge o Jesus gpat o ir divinely given order of worship 
k panish 7 < of | : oe = led : 7 tee holds at f e heart of it, in the most 
q ' Let lle a er Ral OP P ered ind hallowed period of it—when 
thre ectior = the Table of the Lord is uneovered and 
r ‘ ye the emblems of his love and death, the 
OV Gop Is symbols of his life and presence are be- 
First p ; Pi till Said ‘This is life eternal. to fore us—that it holds for us then a 
atientiy pee e caly true Ged: and Jesus time of silence, when all the blessings of 
P A wed t rist, hom thou hast sent."’ How shall the sonl’s silence before God, and the di- 
Tam G , To kr know m. then? ‘Be still, and know ne way of approach into the presence 
God is the highest and holiest quest of t I am God."’ This knowledge of God of the living Christ, are open to us. 
kr God the sum a matte it personal experience It Brthren, we ought to be the most deeply 
el I doe. ‘Let not n come to us only when we are in q ‘Piritual and religious people on the 
ry his wisdom; let -till, quiet, reeeptive mood earth; for no other people have such an 
man ciory in his riches: let 5? wen are making ready te receive inte erder of worship as we have. On every 
mighty in glory in his might ur house a distinguished and honored /rd’s day it ought to bring as all into the 
rut t m that glorieth, glory rath est, whom vou have never seen, all that Presence. the conscious presence, of the 
it ive nderstandet ind kz u have read or heard about him will living Christ. 
; ’ } . - » 
= <p 78 & year Pees We ee THE LISTENING ATTITUDE. 
m; and in the midst of these prepara 
ST TION NOTED. ys there will be much dust and bustlk And lastly, ‘‘Incline your ear.’’ Here 
There vast difference betwee nd confusion: and it would embarrass in this sacred silence and still waiting is 


wing a t God, and knowing God. both you and your guest if he should ar- our opportunity to ‘‘ineline our ear and 
some months ago we had a distinguished rive in the midst of your preparations. hear what the Lord, our God will speak.’’ 
t at a meeting of a elub in the city, But as the hour of his arrival draws And here we may obey the voice that 
vhich I happen to be a member, viz: near, with your preparations all com- calls us: ‘*Ho, everyone that thirsteth, 

Dr. Hugh Black the famous Seotch plete, you sit down with folded hands come ye to the waters. Incline your ear 
eacher. The essayest of the evening and are still and quiet so that you may and come unto me; hear, and your soul 
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shall live.’’ For after all, the supreme 
privilege of our religion is not praying 
to God, it is listening to God. We 
do not find the deep truths of life, they 
find us. The supreme facts are not told 
to us by men, they are whispered to us 
by God. ‘* Blessed are thou, Simon,’’ said 
Jesus to Peter, on his 
greatest thing ever revealed to men, 
‘*Flesh and blood hath not revealed this 
thee, but my Father in heaven.’’ 
Our part is to ineline the ear, open the 
heart and listen. This listening attitude 
is the preparation for all true worship 


diseovery of the 


unto 


“HE 


and all true activity, and the condition 
of all spiritual growth. We become by 
attending, by inclining ear and heart, and 
by being open to the great formative in- 
fluences. 

You remember Wordsworth ’s lines, of 
iow the influence of the art of listening 
to nature, enters into the maiden’s heart 
mark upon her 


and leaves its sweet 


features: 


“She shall lean her ear 

In many a place. 

Where rivulets dance their 
ound: 


wary ward 
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And beauty, born of murmuring sound 

Shall pass into her face.” 
‘*Beholding his image,’’ says the 
Apostle, ‘‘we are changed from glory to 
glory.’’ Let us cultivate the art of listen 
ing to God. As we go about our duties, 
let us get into the habit of looking up, 
of lifting our hearts and listening and 
communing; then we shall be 
take hold of our tasks with firmer grasp 


able tu 
and with sweeter spirits. ‘*Ineline your 
ear, and come unto me; hear, and your 


soul shall live.’’ 


Man’s Dreams Will Yet Come True 


BY BRAND WHITLOCK 


The return of Ambassador Brand Whitlock from Belgium to America, after over 
a year of strenuous toil in caring for the distressed of that country and looking 
after the interests there of the United States, has called forth much favorable 
comment concerning his work. The following ‘‘dream’’ of his is reprinted from 
a 1914 issue of The Christian Century. 


OTWITHSTANDING all the ig 
N norance and all the woe in the 
there been 
for enlightenment, 
comfort, never so much kindness, so much 
pity for animals, for children, and, above 
all, never have women been shown such 
consideration. It needs no very power- 
ful imagination, peering into the shadowy 
hackground of human history, to appr 
the tremendous implication of this 
move 


world tonight, never before has 


such w idespread opportunity 


never such widespread 


ciate 
taet. Indeed, thi vreat feminist 
ment of our time, a movement wilich in 
the histories of mankind centunes hence 
will he given the seetional mark of t 

beginning of a new age, is in itself th 
advanee, in which the 
Important 


proot of a great 
ballot will be the very least 
of all the liberties to be won. 

With all the complications of this vast 
and confusing interplay of the 
is inextricably 


Torees ot 


this age, the eity bound 


by its awful responsibility for so mueh 
that is bad, for so much that is good, in 
our time. <And in the cities, now as al 
ways, the struggle tor liberty will go on. 
The old leaders will pass, and the new 
will pass, and pass swiftly, for they are 
quickly consumed in the stress and heat 
of the passionate and savage struggle. To 
them must ever come the fatigue of long 
drawn opposition, of the repeated and un- 
availing assaults on the cold, solid and 
impregnable walls of institutions. In this 
latigue they may grow conservative altel 
should 


a while, and they pray to be 


spared the acquiescence ot thre middl 


vears, the base capitulation of age. 


TOWARD THE LIGHT. 
But always the people remain, pressing 
a great stream up the slopes, 
the light. 


leads 


mward in 
and always somehow 
For the great dream 
them on, the dream of social harmony al- 


toward 


beekons, 


ways prefigured in human thought as the 
city. ‘This radiant vision of the city is 
the oldest dream in the world. All liter 
ature is saturated with it. It has been 
the ideal of human achievement since tli 


day when the men on_ the plains ot 
Shinar sought to build a city whose towers 
should reach unto heaven. It was the 


angelie vision of the mystic on Patmos, 
the city descending out of heaven and ly- 
ing foursquare, the city where there was 
to be no more sorrow nor erying. It has 
been the goal of civilization down to this 
hour of the night, when, however vaguely 
and dimly, the ideal stirs the thousands in 
this feverish town going about their 
strange and various businesses, pleasures, 


devotions, sacrifices, sins. It has been the 


The Three Duties of Civilization 


HERE are three duties before the 

| civilized world today more im- 

portant and more pressing than 
any . other. These are, first, to keep 
the United States out of this war, this 
hideous ‘‘brawl in the dark,’’ and to 
old it steadily on the basis of law. To 
be neutral is to be law-abiding, while 
nations at war, whatever the merits of 
the original eause, are lawless and in 
sane, 

The second duty is to stop the killing 
whenever we can. The nations are 
bleeding to death. The curse of victory 
can come to none of them, while the curse 
of defeat is already on them all. It is not 
clear how we can stop the killing, but 
the eall of duty to America is to leave 
no stone unturned in the hope to ae 
complish this result. 

The final duty of all good men is to 


Thou, O my Father, knowest I always 


BY DAVID STARR JORDAN 


unite to see that, whatever the result, the 
catastrophe cannot happen again. To 
this end all students have agreed on the 
feature—the end of preparedness 
limitation of eontrol by 
autoeracies and aristocracies of the 
means declaring war; the limitation of 
exploitation; the curbing of empire; the 
freedom of the seas; the abolition of 
rights of conquest and of indemnities; 
the opening ol the channels of trade, 
leaving none as_ private’ property of 
king or nation. Some or all of these 
must come in time 

Meanwhile the armaments of Europe 
will be limited by their people’s abject 


main 
lor War; tie 


poverty, and the placing of mederate 
obstacles in the way of declarations of 
war would give the peace-loving world 


the time to impose its certain veto. 


A PRAYER 


Thy spirit. 


everlasting dream of humanity. And 
humanity will continue to struggle for it, 
to struggle toward it. And some day, 
somewhere, to the sons of men the dream 
will come true 

The next fitty years will mark the 


intense struggle in Europe—blood 


since the Reformation. It 
will appear as a conflict for supremacy 
between foree and law, between militar 
ism and civilism. At bottom it is, how 
ever, the age-long strife between pri\ 
ilege and freedom, between tradition, in 
heritanee, and divine right, and the 
still older and more divine right ot 
manhood to be free. 

As to the final issue there can be no 
doubt. God is not mocked forever. 
3ut in the present freedom las 
need of all its friends. Its Pyms and 
Hampdens, its Washingtons and Frank- 
wanted on the field of 


most 
less, we hope 


issue 


lins, are not 
battle, but in the 
with the 


larger and intenser 


waged freeman ’s 


the ballot, not the sword. 


conflict 


Ww eapon 


Thou visitest me in my 


delight to commune with Thee in my 
lone and silent heart; I am never ful) of 
Thee; I am always desiring Thee. I 
hunger with strong hope and affection 
for Thee, and I thirst for Thy grace and 


work, and I can lift up my desires to 
Thee, and Thou dost not steal my time 
by foolishness. I always ask in my 
heart, where can I find Thee ?—Quoted 
by Ralph Waldo Emerson. 














Yr 3 ¥ ae 


EDITORIAL 


HOW MUCH PREPAREDNESS? 














THE CHRISTIAN CENTU 


| i ; & 
~- 
~ . m “~ y Me - 








© ee ae er nn ores 








—<— eee 








a 
lo SS SSS oe \ ws 
w/ ee ee 
n ‘ creasing demand before churches this citv the Federated Council holds juarterly meet- 
zation gy misters of all Pr stant denominations, at 
nee f es ca reth \nti-Salo hich matters of moment rel nterdenominational 
‘ ) C lr ec I ( i ( ( ssed | ‘ ne< | note opera 
f ll \l é ‘ mamun 
( | it ( il ul ( ( In the 
‘ ‘ large 
AN IMMEDIATE DUTY : re Po importa 
. | 
it ec G I A i ( ring 
I use f matt 1 r 
‘ 1 enlisted , es 
~ t mM l cre 
r | he é ‘ 11 1 1 Is ( ( 11 
1 il] ul 11 ’ it 
n 
+f ' ‘ 11 
| S 
; } < i 
v nity | ( t ¢ 
nic “ . 
die ite lev ting I] he ( the 2 
) ly 
MR. LINDSAY IN CHICAGO 
I | " | : , 
> 
: 
' " 
LOV 
| : 
7 
‘ 
I DERAI NCIL OF CHURCHES nate 
> e pier ‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
; 
thin e 
ing 
‘ vin le f 
~ 1 eart ageare 
1s 
ne tie ul 


XUM 













































—_ 





™ 
, 












a 


YNSTRUCTIVE WEEKLY (|| 





————— oo /—<—_—_ 
0) bbl! e ‘ w, elidel? whet be AA AL ABERDARE AAR AT I 
2—————_—_—_—_—_——E—E————ee. \/ “at Ne 





















The Larger Christian World 


A DEPARTMENT OF INTERDENOMINATIONAL ACQUAINTANCE — By Orvis FP. Jordan 




















° . i) in legislative form of the moral judg 
President Wilson on the Rural Church 2.) ee 

There are a great many arguments 

From His Address Before the National Conference on Church and Country Life, at aheut Christianit, T orm, are a great 

Columbus, Ohio. many things which we spiritually assert 

vhich we cannot prove, in the ordinary, 


ihe wa s time en (met! d the other disengaged times tor the : 99 
7 teristi \ rur tine P mmunitv vher they smientifie sense of the word ** prove, but 
i ( wteristica rural, etings o ( communi . ‘ ; 
dine : there are some things whieh we ean 


er strengt! privileged to come together and talk P 

unt rysides, it any that is of community in SHOW The proot of Christianity is 
at Cad rue rest and ta about it with the utmost ritten in the biography of the saints. 
di Some people have been opposed 1 do not mean the technical saints, those 

a 101 because there are me things that Wem the ehure or the world hav 
, d talked alk Some picked out to label saints, for they are 
! t t they st ds of ed tion have been opposed "Met very numerable ; but the people 
rene © Live reahzed tf t mig t whose lives, whose individual lives, hav 

d . oe nan ducation been transformed by Christianity. 

So that ve talked abe Talk is a very danger It is the only foree in the world that 

iu parisol ) | have eve eard of that does actually 
thing t t he transtor the lite, ind the proof of 
( thing, but tat transformation is to be found all 
' king the er the Christian world, and is 


nultiplhed and repeated as Christianity 


‘ , a vains fres territory in the heathen 

by 1 , deay e. ‘ " re ‘ orld Men begin suddenly to eres 
de ee ag = ‘ tal cia} great spiritual standards over the little 

personal standards whic they thereto 


fore professed, and will walk smilingly 
to the stake in order that their souls may 


‘whi t : . — mite be true to themselves There is not! 
ehije , too 1 depended up ing else that does that. There is some 
Dieeneedl 2 individual example. **So let youl thing that is analogous to it, and that 
; shine before men’’ has been un S» patriotism Mer vill go into the 
reted wean ‘*Put your individual fire of battle and freely give their lives 
on a candlestick and ne.” Now, or something greater than themselves 
1veryv poor ther duty to their countrv—and there 
‘ ! e | t : ery adi It Is a pretty fine analogy between patriot 
s , sim nd Christianity It is the devo 
nelle tion of the spirit to something vreater 
nea [tie con ind nobler than itself. 
ore ive to (merica is vreat in the world, not as 
neighbor and to my comrade and to she s a suecesstul government merely 
d : vf riend, and we ean draw a cirele of but as she is the suecessful embodiment 
Bet e and doctrine ds together and unite our spiritual of a great ideal or unselfish citizenship. 
\ " es, the ve mmet mo thar That is vhat makes the world feel 
a : America draw it like a lodestone; that is 
inta , reason that the ships that cross the 
wn <a sen ha ‘ “o> Many Opn ful eves lifted 
, : reetiry wiety. The from their humbler quarters toward t 
le met KA at rk is mer t mmin ores of the new world. 
. 
. Magen nad 2 Dr. Lyman Abbott on the Future Life 
L, Abbott 80 yea ole resurrection, nor as living in some dis 
Saturd W het man has at ant land singing hymns in loveless for- 
pron t | ‘ tinet ! " el retfulness of those they loved on eart 
pecially I think of them as a great cloud of wit 
i remal ) ‘ ed to do s nesses looking on to see how we run the 
llowl « take Dy Abbott’ race that is set before us, grieved in out 
us ntlv hed ‘*‘Reminiseences,’* be failures, glad in our triumphs. 
t Dy, e gret 1 part thie ter fir chapter, ‘*T believe that I have learned one s¢ 
with the rest tled Forward.’”’ eret of happiness. We live in the past 
t litt and in the future. We live, therefore, in 
On St Dece I sha M 
! ; our memory and in our anticipation. 
™ ‘ —s - T ear ¢ Sener e I allow myself only to anticipate 
rineiple to mvself to be in better health than ovll that 1 eam eeell t pene. ‘ 
| ; il that may avoid it if it is avoidable 
rane rp oe My interest in present or, if it is unavoidable, may meet it 
‘ '’, snd live by iblems an vy hopes for my eountm “ i. ; ] es ’ ~* @ 
. ! . / \ ! wisdom ane eourage 
e! 1 lite that lead s a a deine sei ‘*And T look forward to the Great Ad 
nds of shipwreck. Whatever In one respect my life sueceeded be enture, which now cannot be far off. 
ne be r life is eonformes d the dreams of my yout T have vith awe, but not apprehension. I en- 
er eared for money, nor for reputa joy my work, my home, my friends, my 
\\ think of ¢ rural church I n, nor for powel But T have desired  jife, I shall be sorry to part with 
far the rural chureh is ends; and it sometimes seems to me them. But always T have stood in the 
ives e communitic it no man ever had more friends than pow Jooking forward with hopeful an- 
ie] cists. We have had a great ! have ticipation to the life before me. When 
to sa cently, and it has beer ‘*T believe that death and resurrection the time comes for my embarkation and 


profitably aid, about e school as ire synonymous, that death s Aa drop- the ropes are cast off and I put out to 


ial cents by whieh is meant the ping of the body from the spirit, that sea, I think TI shall still be standing in 
hool-house as a social center; about resurrection is the up-springing of the the bow and still looking forward with 
aking the house which in the daytime spirit from the body; and I think of my eager curiosity and glad hopefulness to 
s used for the ehildren a place which invisible friends and companions not as the new world which the unknown voy- 
their parents may use in the evenings lying in the grave waiting for a future age will bring me.’’ 
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How the Lincoln, Neb., First Church 
Brotherhood Works. 

The Berean Brotherhood, of First church, 
Lincoln, Neb., announces a splendid program 
of {hat organization for the The 
plans include a monthly supper for the men, 


year. 


after which each evening there will be an 
address on some vital topic by a good 
speaker. The series as so far arranged is 
as follows: The December meeting will 
occur this week at which time N. 2 
Snell will address the Brotherhood on the 
subject “The Community's Responsibility 
to the Poor.” Mr. Snell is president of the 
Charity Organization of Lincoln The 
January meeting will be iddressed by 
Superintendent Fred Hunter of Lincoln's 
schools, on the subject: “The Public Schools 


lantern slides at 
school system of 


of Lineoln.” There will be 


this lecture illustrating the 


the city. At the February meeting the 
address will be on the subject: “Th 
Student and the Down Town Church.” and 
it is expected that the speaker will be ( 
H. Combs, pastor of Independence Bouk 
vard church, Kansas City F. M. Coffey, 
State Labor Commissioner, will address the 
March meeting on “Labor Problems.” In 
April the meeting will be addressed by 
Sarka Hrbkova, head of the Slavic Depart- 


ment of the State University, and the sub- 
ject will be: “The Contribution of the Im- 
migrant.” Mayor C. W. Bryan and others 
will address the May meeting on the sub- 
ject: “The Prohibitory Amendment.” 


Earle Wilfley in Notable Success at 
Washington, D. C. 

Earle Wilfley has just completed his fifth 
year as pastor of Vermont Ave. church, 
Washington, D. C. By request, he preached 
on the anniversary Sunday from the texts of 
the sermons he delivered five years ago. 
During his leadership the church member- 
ship has grown, the Sunday-schocl house has 
been refurnished, 80 per cent of the church 
mortgage has been paid, and the Sunday- 
school has increased so that more room is 
being sought for it. Mr. Wilfley has begun 
a series of lectures in conjunction with the 
dealing 


weekly prayer-meeting, the [first 
with “The Bible and Criticism.” During the 
winter he will deliver a course of lectures 


the Passion Play 
1! opean 


at the Y. M. C. A. on 
Yellowstone Park, and 
countries. 


Kansas City Church Has Young Men’s 
Prayer Circle. 

R. H. Heicke, new pastor at Grandview 
church, Kansas City, Kan., writes that a 
prayer circle of young men is one of the in 
spirational features of the work there Mr 
Heicke came to Grandview from Quindaro 
Blvd. church, Kansas City, and on his first 
Sunday in the new field eighteen 
took membership with the church. A re- 
vival is now in progress. A membership at 
tendance campaign was promoted last week. 


various Fi 


] ersons 


The Bible-school has increased 25 per cent. 
More Every Member Canvass 
Results. 

The North Tonawanda, N. Y., church of 


which Geo. H. Brown is pastor, promoted an 
every member canvass recently, and in- 
creased the number of givers 66 2-3 per cent. 
The men are enthusiastic. This church and 
Sunday-school sent 100 cans of fruit and 
jelly and four bushels of apples to Haven’s 
Home for the aged on Thanksgiving Day. 


Cleveland Pastor Goes to 
New York City. 

O. L. Hull, has closed a five-year pastorate 
with the Glenville church, Cleveland, to take 
charge of the work of Second church, New 
York City. During his ministry at Glen- 
ville the church became a living link in the 
Foreign Society and increased all missionary 
offerings. Over $2,500 was spent on im- 
provements, a debt of $260 cared for, and 


all organizations left with money in the 
treasuries. Over 350 were received into the 
church. Four meetings were held elsewhere. 
Mr. Hull served the Twentieth District of the 
Qhio Christian Missionary Society as secre- 
tary and president; the Ministerial associa- 
tion as secretary and vice-president; and the 
Cuyahoga Sunday-school Association as Su 
perintendent of Evangelism for two years. 
Glenville Bible-school compietely or- 
ganized and all missionary 


was 


gifts more than 


trebled, the average attendance more than 
doubled. Mr. Hull's resignation as pastor 


was rejected and an effort was made to in 
a call to remain, but M1 
duty to 


duce him to accept 


Hull felt that it was his accept 


the opportunities which the New York field 
iffords 
Sunday-school Classes Build Com- 
munity Houses. 
\ community house has been erected by 


each of the classes of young ladies of North 
nawanda Sunday-school, the Community 


ind Hope Cirele Frank A. Higzins, 


Cirel 


C.S. Medbury Again on “Preparedness’ 


In a recent sermon on “National Exalta- 
tion” at University Church, Des Moines, C.S 
Medbury again asserted the propaganda ot 
national preparedness as now 
ducted from Washington and 
the nation, not from a basis of 
any price, but from the standpoint of a 
preparedness ior a greater life, for world 
power through righteousness, for the 
ly struggle with problems that are might) 
rather than for the “meaningless and in 
decisive childishness of war.’ 

In voicing his opposition to what he con 
ceived to be an unfair manner of present- 
ing the i national defense to tne 


issue of 
American people, the speaker quoted th 


being con 
throughow 


peace at 


man 


Lincoln declaration that our dangers weie 
from within and not without. The warn- 
ng of Washington against entangling al- 


liances ‘was also repeated in the course of 
the address. 


Land of 
Opportunity. 
“Emerson,” said Mr. 
called America the land of opportunity. In 
wonderful way that is true today. Israel 
of old was hardly more the repository of t « 


once 


Medbury, 


vill of God than America today. It is 
surely patriotic—splendidly patriotic—-to 
all the home land to discharge its liga 
tion.” 

What is the preparedness for which ap- 
eal is being made?” the speaker asked. 
No shrewder choice of word was eve 


made. No one is pleading for unprepared- 
ness The issue is not fairly stated In 
fact it is between these two positions of the 
men who want a tremendous increase of 
our military establishment and those who 

elieve that our present expenditure of a 
quarter billion dollars is sufficient. No 
one anywhere, so far as I know, is now 
urging disarmament, though multitudes be 
lieve that disarmament is a possibility of 
not far distant years. On the one hand is a 
committal to a military policy. On the 
other is a protest against such a policy. 
rhis is the real issue. It is an issue for the 
future as to the fundamental dependence 
of this Christian nation. 

“On the other hand is an effort to 
stampede our patriotism into war measures, 
taking advantage of the world’s unrest to 
make men feel there is a special peril. On 
the other hand is the effort to steady our 
citizenship to remember that if we ever 
need or should need more military estab- 
lishment that need is certainly not now 
when war has already laid its devastating 
and desolating hand upon every nation of 
Europe. 

“But the 


unfairness of the common 
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pastor, is closing the sixth year of his work 
there, and writes that a lot has recently 
been purchased for $1,000 looking to a future 
enlargement of the church home. The build 
ing has been redecorated and otherwise im 
proved, 


Forward Steps at Central, 
Peoria, Ill. 

Miss Allena Grafton, general secretary for 
the C. W. B. M., gave a splendid address 
Sunday morning, De 5, in Peoria, lil, 
Central church. good offering for 
the work, six vcame life members of 
the C. W. B. M. at this Work in 
reported to be flourishing in all 


jesides a 
persons ! 
service 


, 
Peoria is 


departments, with additions at nearly all of 
the regular services Kighty-eight persons 
have been added since February. Work 
on the new $65,500 building is progressing 
rapidly, and will be completed by May 1 
Mr. Scoville’s Work at Jefferson 
City, Mo 

Since the beginning of the Scoville union 
evangelistic campaign at Jefferson City, Me., 
the membership of the Christian church and 
Sunday-school has increased by several hun 

ed. ‘I increase has been due in a great 
measure to the efforts of the pastor, A. R 
Liverett, who has labored heroically to 
make the revival a success Ile has spared 
neither time nor energy The feature of this 


b J 
statement of the issue may be made even 
more ipparent The advocates ol pre 
paredness for defense’ are really looking 
far beyond that But’ defense’ is a word 
to conjure with.” 

Assails Defense 
Day. 

Advancing to the front of the platform 
with printed appeals for Belgium in each 
hand, Mr Medbury continued: “Yet we 
ire asked to display our flags on the day of 


the opening of for ‘Military 
America day, not for the ‘greatest of 
armies or navies,’ but for the ‘Defense day!’ 
The call to the flag to which we should re 
spond is a nation exalted in righteousness.” 
“America’s outstanding opportunity—her 
possible exaltation—is not in an army and 
sufficient to with all the world 


congress—not 


navy cupe 
powers, but in unselfishness, in purity of 
motive, the command of character; not in 


inaintenance of rights, with lines jealously 
drawn, but in constant advocacy of right; 
not in dependence upon machinery of war, 
the tragic failure of which is the big lesson 
of today, but in dependence upon greatness 
of life wrought out in the fear of God.” 





WHY 


You Should Use 


TARBELL’S COMMENTARY 


On the 1916 Sunday-school Lessons 


DR. J. H. JOWETT SAYS: 


Exceedingly well done It must 
be of very great service to Sunday 
school teachers.” 


MARION LAWRANCE SAYS: 

“The best, most complete, most pra 
tical and most satisfactory volume 
on the Sunday-school 
BISHOP JOHN H. VINCENT SAYS: 

“Exceedingly wise in its adaptation 
to the variety of grades and extremely | 
practical.” 

MARGARET SLATTERY SAYS: 

“As an aid to the teacher in the 
preparation of her own lessons I know 
‘of nothing better.” 

DR. J. WILBUR CHAPMAN SAYS: 

“Covers the whole year’s work more 
admirably, in my judgment, than any 
other book I have seen. Could not 
be better.” 

Price, $1, l0c postage. 
For Sale by 
DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
yoo E. goth St., Chicago. 


lessons.” 
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December 16, 1015 
el rious parts of the city ind on 
he vught before the meeting begins a sp 
il meeting will be held at the church fo 
ell the ersonal workers The Every Mem 

Canvass ecently taken has done 
rite to enlist the membership in both th 
wal and benevolent work of the echure 
ind in addition to this, it has assisted mm: 

rially bringing about a renewed «pi 

tual | n the hurel ( \. Hanna. of 
Kiptor Ohio, will assist the pastor di 
ng th neeting, and W D. Van Voorhis 


} 


rsbure, will deliver a 


Notes From Georgia 


sermons the first week ot the 
the general theme ‘T Ruil 

{ Yr tte will als 

I iflernoor onterenee 

I ers of on ityV Wit 
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“The Conquest” cuiestttt sti.oinc 


You need it in your Adult and Young People’s Classes. Ask for Free Sample. 
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Woods College 


FULTON, MISSOURI 


New illustrated catalog will interest Young Women 
who desire special studies in Music, Art, Expression, 
Languages, Domestic Science. 


SECOND SEMESTER of this standardized Junior 
College begins February 1, 1916. Only a few vacan- 
cies. Applications for reservations should be made at 
once New 830.000 gymnasium and swimming pool. 
Address the College Secretary for catalog. 





CLEAR—SIMPLE.” 


“TIMELY 
Sa‘ Kansas City Pastor of the Little 


Manual 
“THE TRAINING OF CHURCH MEM 
BERS.” 
Mer 
Its clea i 
‘ asons ft 


L. 1. MARSHALL, 
Wabash Ave. Christian Church, 
Kansas City, Mo 

; 











JOSEPH A. SERENA, President, Fulton, Mo. 


This college is owned and conducted by the Christian churches of Missouri 











Che Palms 


EUSTIS, FLORIDA. 
A BEAUTIFUL SUMMER HOME IN 
WINTER. 
This commodious town-country  resi- 
nes ol Rev. Dr. W. TT. Moore, 
furnishings and 
jintments, has been leased for 
Vinter season Dy Mrs. O. H. Hoff- 
an, an experienced eateress from Michi- 
who will care for a limited numbe1 
Dece mber ] to 
Moore will be 


th its elegant 


select guests from 
April 15 Dr. and Mrs. 
mony tis number 


en kens, iruit, veg 


With Jersey cows, 

table on tne place, healthful liv 
vr as well ; rood home cooking 1s 

ures . 
Ihe ms are large and arranged to be 
by two persons. Board and 
+10 per week for each person on 
rd tho 412.50 pel veek for each 
on second tloor Rooms should 


iver eariy. 

’ Address 
MRS. 0. H. HOFFMAN 
Care Mrs. W. T. Moore 
} Tue PALMs, 
EUSTIS, FLA. 


HOW YOU CAN FILL 


YOUR PRAYER 
MEETINGS 


Order a sufficient number of copies to 
supply every home in your church with 
| one copy of 

The Training of Church Members 


By Or s F. 








Jordan and Charles 
Clayton Morrison 


| 

| Distribute them at Sunday services and 
| mail copies to every home not repre- 
sented at the Sunday services. Announce 
| that this booklet will be used for the 
| next thirteen weeks (or twenty-six weeks, 
| spending two weeks with each lesson 
and you will find that there will be the 
| largest attendance and the most eager 
interest you ever had at your midweek 
services. 


This little manual is just off the press 
and the prompt and widespread demand 
| for it from pastors and teachers of 
young people's classes and adult classes 
shows how eagerly something of this sort 
has been desired. 
Cost? Only $12.50 per hundred copies. 
Other quantities in proportion. 
If you have not seen it send today for 
a free copy. 


™750 BIBLE #:GOSPEL STUDIES 
Brief Complete Outlines of Sermons, Talks, 
tudies; for Chrt Stud. » 
reachers. Covering Old and New Testaments. 
eady Heip for Leading ty any Im- 
Au Ss 
Giorecce S6e, postpaid. Stampe Taken, AGENTS Wasted” 
GEO. W. NOBLE, Monon Buliding, Chicago, tii. 


















=<=)SWORD OF THE SPIRIT 


Which Is the Word of God 

Complete Help to Personal Work. Convincing 
Scripture Answers to Excuses. Quick Refer- 
ence index. Aid in leading others to Salvation 
und Guide for the Christian Life. Mest recent 
book on these ts. Practical, Sriritual, 
Scriptural, vest pkt. size, 128 s., Cloth 2Sc, Mo- 
rocco 3Sc, postp'd; stamps taken. Agts. wanted, 
GEO. W. NOBLE, Monon Bidg., o, i. 











F—7)62S NEW Bible STORIES 
iF Illustrations & Scriptur 





Have you read the startling truths In the Book 


FROM THE BALL ROOM TO HELL 


A Danc(ng Master’s experience. 25c postpaid. Agts. 
wanted. GEO.W. NOBLE, Monon Bidg., Chicago. 





CHURCH SCHOOL | 


| Rak ter Catalogue and Special Qeuntion Plan Na_26| 
Csvasisenco 1e6e 

















THE TWO BEST 


LESSON COMMENTARIES 


FOR 1916 
TARBELL’S GUIDE 


$1.00 Plus llc Postage 


PELOUBET’SNOTES 


$1.00 Plus 10c Postage 
FOR SALE BY 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 


700 East Fortieth Street CHICAGO 








DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 


1th St Chicago 








700 E 
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Send for Our Catalog of 


Bulletin Boards and 
Stereopticons 


DISCIPLES PUBLIGATION SOCIETY, 
7oo East goth St. Chicago. 
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Make Your Adult 
Class Work Count 
This Year! 


The Disciples Publication Society makes 
aspecialty of studies for adult and young 
people’s classes. Note some of the excel- 
lent courses we can supply your school. 


THE WORLD A FIELD FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE. 
Our regular first year Senior graded course. This deals 
with the problems of young people, such as choosing a life 
work, etc. 15 cents for Teacher’s, 12 1-2 cents for Pupil’s 


book. 


THE PROBLEMS OF YOUTH IN SOCIAL LIFE 
Deals with questions of morality, temperance, business hon 
esty, among young people. 15 cents for Teacher’s, 12 1-2 


cents for Pupil’s book. 


THE HISTORY AND LITERATURE OF THE HE- 
BREW PEOPLE. One of the latest and finest additions 
to the Bethany Graded Lessons. Regular second year 
Senior course. 15 cents for Teacher’s, 12 1-2 cents for 


Pupil’s book 


THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM. A monthly mag- 
azine of social service edited by Josiah Strong. 10 cents 


per copy, 50 cents per year in classes. 


THE TRAINING OF CHURCH MEMBERS, by Orvis 
F. Jordan and Charles Clayton Morrison. A manual of 
Christian service, for classes of new converts, adult or 
young people’s classes, pastors’ classes, mid-week services, 


etc. 121% cents in quantities. 


THE LIFE OF JESUS, by Dr. Loa FE. Scott. Positive, 
practical. 50 cents, 40 cents in quantities. Adapted to high 


school pupils, their parents and grandparents. 


THE CONQUEST, a Journal of Character Building, the 
most up-to-date and helpful weekly published for adult and 
young people’s Bible classes and the home. 12 1-2 cents 
per quarter, 50 cents per year, in quantities; 75 cents single 


subscription. 


Assure your class a year of real religious education by us- 


ing this splendid literature 








Disciples Publication Society 
700-714 East Fortieth Street : CHICAGO 











The Best! 


Many Sunday School 








classes wish to study 
the life of Jesus this 
year. They want the 
very best text for 
young people’s or adult 
classes that can _ be 
found. This is sim- 
ply to remind them that 
there has never been 
offered to the Sunday 
School world a Life of 
Christ so practical, so 
usable, so true to the 
best scholarship, 

bristling with! questions 
that wake up the pupils, 
so_ well proportioned, 
as Dr. Loa E. Scott’s 
LIFE OF JESUS in 
Fifty-two Lessons. It 
is being widely used 
in Sunday Schools both 
of the Disciples and 
other religious bodies, 
and in Y.M.C. A. classes. 
This testifies to its popu- 
larity. You must have 
it in your school. Price 
50c. In quantities of 


10 or more, 40c each. 
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